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Rain pattern was generally a better predictor than rain volume. More rain increases shoot production (results not shown). Changes in rain pattern as observed during the last
When a larger seedbank is present, fewer rain days are required In addition, more frequent rains further increase shoot production decades in the Near East could greatly reduce production
for the best performance of annuals (used as forage) despite unaltered annual
precipitation.

Conclusions

The distribution of rainfall during the towards a more skewed distribution for pastoral landuse, especially in the
rainy season has a significant effect of (more variable) of rain showers in the Palestinian subsistence economy.
plant performance in addition to rainfall Mediterranean region, the total effect of _ . .
. . . \wer Sl.z‘ ) This study is part.of the
volume. If trends observed 1930-1990in climate change might be more severe QP 9 GLOWA Jordan River pro-
. . . Ject — a collaborative
Israel continue, I.e. towards a more than expected. The effect of rain pattern effort between Israel,
o o o o o o Jordan, the Palestine Authority, and
normal distribution (more regular) of seems strongest in regions with about
rain showers in the arid region and 600 mm of rain. This region is important
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